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July 09
Dear Parents

We arrive at term 3, and here is what we are going to be exploring and learning about in MB4.

Religious Education 

This term we have started with the Church strand. At present we are learning about how the church worships God through prayer and service.  We will look at the Liturgical seasons, and celebrating the Eucharist, (the Mass). We will also cover the Sacraments strand.  The year 5 programme covers mainly the healing aspects of the sacraments.  We will have a school Mass in August honouring Mary.
Spelling: 
At the end of last term we tested.  Most students moved up a level, those who didn’t were close and should do so at the end of this term. Level 9 students are expected to be on that level for a number of terms.  Students can learn their list of words at home and at school.  In class they meet with me in a group once or twice a week, where we go over rules relevant to their level.  All students are making very good progress in Spelling, and we are putting special emphasis at the moment on the short and long vowel sounds. Also each week we will look at a prefix or root or suffix, and examine it thoroughly.
Writing. /Reading.
With writing we are going to be looking at narrative writing and continue with ways in which we can make our writing more interesting.  They do this at draft writing time.  This is a time when they try out things.  They may go on to publish them, however more often than not, we take it no further than that 1st draft.  If they do publish them they work on the writing piece further. At this point they check out sense, spelling and punctuation.  When they have completed this, the final step is that I will check them and make changes the student has missed. In Reading we are working in groups, with some time for each group to spend time with me in guided reading.  It is mainly comprehension strategies and vocabulary extension that we cover. We have started with retelling a narrative as this helps with understanding. We have also just started working on the strategy of inferring.  We have time too each day for students to read individually, personally chosen books.  Each fortnight we will continue to visit the Kapiti Public Library. The following is our parent help roster, if you need to change please contact the parent concerned to see if you can make an exchange. We leave the school at 11:30 and usually get back about 12:45 ish.
30th July               L. Sefo.      
13th August         M. Manson
27th  August.        A  Bateson
10th September.    D. McLennan.

24th September.    V.  Shaw.

Next term we will begin with D Baker and then V Parker.   

Thank you for your help. It ensures that extra measure of safety as we walk down.

Maths.
Basic facts!  Basic facts!  Addition, subtraction, multiplication and then division basic facts need to be known in four seconds!!  In other words, speedy recall.  Some students know them well; others as yet do not and need to put time into learning them. We will be mainly covering addition and subtraction of larger numbers again this term and then multiplication and division. We will be exploring fractions and decimals as a whole class at the beginning of each class session
Physical Education.

P.E. gear needed every Tuesday for Gymnastics.  Also we will be practising for winter sports when timetable and weather allows.  Make sure your child has safe and suitable footwear for this.  We have Jump Jam with the whole school on Monday and Friday as well. A chance for us all to increase our fitness level!
Topic.

This term the whole school is doing a Social Studies unit. MB4 is doing a unit on Sir Edmund Hillary and his ability to be both a leader and team member.  We are going to follow the first ascent of Mt Everest, and as we go we will complete certain academic, team and leadership challenges along the way.  All students have made personal flags and we will move these along to show where we are with the unit.
Homework.

Most students are doing homework, it comes in as they finish it and more is given out, with a turn around time of a few days usually.  I try to make sure the work can be done by the student so that you should have to give very little help, however if you do help that’s okay too.  

Blogging.
http://mistea.edublogs.org
We will be continuing to use our class blog, and as homework students may if they have something to write about log on and draft it out.  There are links to Maths, Spelling and eventually our Topic, that they can also do.
How can you help with the blog?

Thanks to the parents who have been reading the blog and to those who have left us comments.  It is very affirming for the students to receive these comments and it is a way of encouraging them to go further.  To all those who can I hope that you will be able to take the time now and again and join in with us in this way.  We love to have an adult audience.  
Camp.
This has been organised for Term 3 at El Rancho.  9th to the 11th September inclusive.  This is finalised now and first letters should have reached you all by now.  A letter detailing the cost has gone out and a health form to be filled out and returned.  The health form is important as it alerts us to health issues we need to take into account for the welfare of your child.  If you have any questions about camp see me anytime to ask.  Also you could leave your question on the blog in the Contact Me section.
Need to chat with me?

I usually have some time after school if you need to chat.  Warning! Before school I can have a minute to spare for quick messages, but not for longer issues, as the time before school is usually very busy.

I do have meeting times after school and planning time, but I am more than willing to spend ten to fifteen minutes, if you would like to make an appointment for that.  So any question, worry, niggle? Come and talk about it and we can work together to move forward.  Just know that the welfare and learning of your child is paramount for me.  
Week 9.
That’s the week after camp!  I will be away that week.  Mrs Ellis as usual will be in my class.  She is also in the classroom whenever I am on classroom release or management release.  She has a similar style to me and I find that she complements what I do in the class very well.
